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ROBERT JAMES PERCIVAL MARSHALL 
Condolence Motion 

DR G.I. GALLOP (Victoria Park - Premier) [2.03 pm]:  I move without notice -  

That this House records its sincere regret at the death of Robert James Percival Marshall and tenders its 
deep sympathy to his family.   

There is no doubt that we reflect today on the passing of a great Western Australian.  As sports commentator 
Wally Foreman has said, Bob was one of Western Australia’s first great international sporting champions.  We 
are privileged to say as well that he was a member of this Legislative Assembly from 1965 to 1968.  Bob was 
born on 10 April 1910 in Kalgoorlie, the son of Robert Marshall, a hairdresser, and Esther Williamson Vickers.  
He was also the cousin of William Mortimer Marshall, the member for Murchison from 1921 to 1952.   
Bob was educated at South Kalgoorlie Primary School from 1915 to 1918, Kalgoorlie Central School from 1918 
to 1921, Bayswater Primary School from 1921 to 1922 and Perth Boys School until 1925.  He then worked as an 
apprentice hairdresser from 1925 until 1929, and he owned his own business in Bayswater and in London Court 
until 1941.  He enlisted in the Royal Australian Air Force on 20 January 1942, becoming a flight sergeant at 
Shepparton No 2 Recruiting Depot and a physical training instructor in various RAAF units around Australia.  
He was discharged on 20 November 1945 and was a dry-cleaning proprietor from 1946 to 1962.  From 1962 he 
was a squash court proprietor in Maylands, and in 1988 he still had an interest in the Carine Glades Squash 
Academy.  
Bob became the Liberal member for Maylands on 20 February 1965 and served in this House until his defeat at 
the following election on 22 March 1968.  Bob Marshall will, however, be best remembered for being world 
amateur billiards champion four times, in 1936, 1938, 1951 and 1962, as well as being runner-up three times and 
Australian amateur champion for a record 22 times from 1936 to 1990.  Bob came out of retirement after 15 
years to be runner-up in the world titles in 1985 at the age of 75 years.  What a statement that was for our 
contemporary active ageing philosophy.  
I was privileged to see the great Bob Marshall play billiards.  I could not help but be impressed by his brilliance 
and his sportsmanlike qualities, which I know impressed everyone who met him.  It is no surprise that he was 
awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia in 1980 for services to billiards in the community; sportsman of the 
year for Western Australia in 1963; a foundation member of the Western Australian Hall of Champions in 1985; 
and a member of the Australian Sporting Hall of Fame in 1985.  He has also been honoured by a name plaque on 
the footpath of St Georges Terrace.  
Today we mourn the passing of a great Western Australian and we can also feel privileged in the knowledge that 
he was a member of this Legislative Assembly.  On behalf of all members of this House I extend our deepest 
sympathy to Bob Marshall’s wife, Jean, and his family.  

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Leader of the Opposition) [2.07 pm]:  I join in this condolence motion in 
honour of the late Bob Marshall, OAM.  Bob Marshall, as a former member of the Legislative Assembly, holds a 
very special distinction for having earned great public recognition outside Parliament as a champion sportsman.  
Few current or former members could truly say that their professional or sporting careers made them better 
known than their position in public office.  
Western Australians honour Bob Marshall as a four-time billiards world amateur champion and for his narrow 
defeat for the title in 1985 when he was aged 75.  He was Australian amateur champion on numerous occasions, 
Western Australian sportsman of the year in 1963 and 1985, and a foundation member of the Western Australian 
Hall of Champions.  It should be remembered that he was not a professional billiards player but was an amateur, 
who made his career in small business.  
Growing up in Kalgoorlie and Bayswater, the son of a hairdresser, he followed his father’s career with 
businesses in Bayswater and London Court until his service with the Royal Australian Air Force from 1942 to 
1945.  Subsequently, he ran a dry-cleaning business and, after 1962, operated a squash court in Maylands.  
Despite his involvement in sport, he made time to serve his local community as a councillor in the Shire of 
Bayswater and later in the Shire of Perth, the previous name for the City of Stirling.   

Bob Marshall took community service a step further in 1965 as the Liberal candidate for Maylands, capturing the 
seat from a long-serving member with a five per cent swing and a final margin of more than 500 votes.  He was a 
modest, unassuming and loyal member of the Parliamentary Liberal Party and a conscientious member for 
Maylands in the era in which backbench members did not have the support of electorate officers and electorate 
staff.  Maylands was a marginal seat and the tide in the metropolitan area in the 1968 election was against the 
Liberal Party.  Bob Marshall was defeated by the late John Harman.  Since then, Maylands has been held by the 
Australian Labor Party.  Tragically, his then wife, Jane, died in a traffic accident five weeks before that election.  
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As is well known, Bob Marshall enjoyed further triumphs in billiards and enjoyed great respect among many 
Western Australians for his character as much as his sporting achievements. 

Plaques in the St Georges Terrace footpath have honoured few other Western Australians during their lifetime.  
On an ABC radio program last Tuesday it was related that when, at the age of 90 years, he had the well deserved 
honour of being an Olympic torchbearer, Bob Marshall completed his relay leg with the help of an angina tablet 
tied to his wrist.  That is an indication of his courage and his determination.   

Bob Marshall was a fine example of the generation who served us in World War II; he was an outstanding 
sportsman and a gentleman.  We can all be proud that he served, albeit briefly, in this Parliament.  On behalf of 
parliamentary Liberal Party and the wider membership of the Liberal Party, I express condolences to his wife, 
Jean, his son, Ian, his daughter, Roberta, and their families. 

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [2.11 pm]:  On behalf of the National Party, I 
support this motion.  If I may speak on a personal note, a next door neighbour of mine for many years, Alan 
“Grumpy” Miller, who was also a very good billiards player, used to speak with great affection of Bob Marshall, 
his years in Kalgoorlie and particularly the billiard contests that took place.  Billiards and snooker games in those 
days were far more substantial contests than they are now and they were close to being an institution.  A person 
who was good at billiards and snooker was placed above other people.  Bob Marshall and a couple of other 
Australians held the spotlight on behalf of Australia and Western Australia for some years.  When I saw that the 
condolence motion was to be moved today, I thought of my neighbour Alan Miller because he and Bob Marshall 
were part of that era when billiards and snooker activities were so important.   

I concur with the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition.  Those people who had the necessary courage and 
forbearance to carry themselves through the Second World War I think are exceptional.  I never met Bob 
Marshall, but I know many people held him in the highest regard.  I offer my condolences to his family  

MR J.L. BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [2.13 pm]:  I speak on behalf of the member for Dawesville, who 
is attending the funeral of the late Bob Marshall.  Although they have the same surnames, they are not related.  
However, their family relationships go back for many years.  I have heard the member for Dawesville speak very 
fondly of the late Bob Marshall.  Three or four years ago at the end of one of the autumn sessions we got 
together for a few drinks and to socialise.  The member for Dawesville brought Bob Marshall to Parliament 
House where he used the billiard table to display a few tricks.   

The name of Bob Marshall was held in high regard throughout Western Australia.  He was a gentle person who 
was very well thought of.  The member for Dawesville certainly speaks very highly of him and, as I have said, 
their family relationships go back over many years.  On behalf of the member for Dawesville, I offer my 
condolences to Bob Marshall’s family. 

Question passed, members standing. 
 


